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International Security Affairs
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Washington, DC 20301

Thank ycu for your letter of February 2, 1981 to President
Reagan concerning the nearly 2,500 Americans who remain
unaccounted for in Indochina.

Dear Col. Fer: — :
' > | ihe U8 Covernment is continuing its vigorous efforts to |

This is to introduce to you my constituent, Michael L.- acconnt Tor all missing Americans from the Vietnam WWar.

Montemorano. : Lek's Unfortunately, progress has been painfully slow due to
intransigence on the part of the Indochina governmcnts.

. . ] . ' Because a significant amount of information pertaining to.
Michael is Fhe Chalyman of POW/MIA Affairs for the Wayne the MIAs is in Vietnamese hands and thus far we have had |
County A@erlcan Legion. He has requested that I contact little ¢ooperation from the Socialist Republic of Vietaim,
you on his behalf. The US GCovernment has been unable to determine the fatce of

. L . . those nissing in action (MIA), or classified as PW but did
Michael would appreciate very much your getting 1in not return. -
touch with him so that matters of mutual concern can be
discussed. , Beginning with Department of Defense efforts which began imme-

] ) ) diately followine the Vietnam War ceasefire agrecment, we have
Tbank you for your courtesy and interest in my constituent, Tepeatédly raiseg the issue through congressi%nal and,diplo-
Michael L. Montemorano. natic channels. Most recently, On October 1-4, 1980, two

representatives from the Joint Casualty Resolution Center met

with Vietnamese officials in Hanoi to discuss accounting mat-

ters.: The talks took place within a humanitarian contcxt and
- were of a technical nature. Although very little substantive
' progress was made, we would hope that this meeting will mark
the beginning of further direct dialogue between US and
Vietnanese officials. Our charge' d'affaires in Laos "is vig-
ourously seeking cooperation from the lLaotians to account for  --
our missing in that country. The current politico-military

With kindest regards,

- cerely,

Frank Horton -—

FJH:DRGS | situation in Kampuchea makes accounting for our missing there
extremely difficult. President Reagan remains committed to
£ resolving this humanitarian matter properly and is kept
7 informed of major developments by his senior advisors.

On Mafch 29, 1979, PFC Robert R. Garwood was debriefed by
repreéentatives of the US Marine Corps for the purpose of

./§»K4/vdli Sl a ,A%}ﬁﬁ >~ ¢f7Q)/ék/>$‘“ f¢7¢jfméZ%

- obtaining any casualty resolution information which would




N

confirm that US personnel still remain in the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam. Garwcod mrovided no information which
would confirm that any Americen servicemen §till remain in
captiwity in Southeast Asia. The court-martial of Private
Garwood is now complete. Countact has already been made with
the trial counsel in the case to request copies of pertinent
sections of the transcript. £cditionally, DefenSe Intelli-
gence Agency (DIA) analysts are in contact with the trial
counsel concerning information obtained during his inVesti-
gation for trial which would be pertinent to their inquiry.
DIA analysts will attempt to interview Private Garwood.
However, they cannot do this until it has been properly
coordinated so that they will not adversely affect his

legal rights.

To coordinate our efforts in securing the fullest possible
accounting we have established zn interagency group comprising
representatives from the staff of the llouse Subcommittec on
Asian®and Pacific Affairs, Departments of State and Defengse,
“ational Security Council starf, and National League of
Families of American Prisoners end Missing in Southecast Asia.
e believe that the Indochina zovernments can and ought to do
~aore and we are determined to continue to press them for every
~esistance in cbtaining the fullest possible accounting and

ceturn of all cecoverable cemains. M

S. Jones
Rear Acémiral, USN
Director, East Asia
and Pacific Region
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301
INTERNATIONAL .
SECURITY AFFAIRS
2 8- OCT 1981
Ms. Susan Mogab .
e | . .

Dear Ms. Mogab,

Thank you for your letter of October 11 concerning the Vietnam
PW/MIA accounting issue. Your continuing sincere interest 1in this
humanitarian matter is greatly appreciated.

Lt . Col Gerald G. Van Buren, the Serviceman whose_name appears
on your bracelet, became missing in action when the aircraft on
which he was a crewmember failed to return from a mission over
northern Vietnam on December 29, 1967. Following a status review,
a presumptive finding of death was entered on August 29, 1977.

The fact that Lt Col Van Buren's status has been changed to-
deceased by the Air Force does not mean that the Government.ceases
its efforts to account for him, We are prepared to do the job
through all available avenues, but because the problems surround-
ing the question of his fate are difficult in every respect, we
are convinced that the issue will not be resolved quickly or
easily.

As I mentioned to you in my March 13 letter, the U. S, Govern-
ment is continuing to press the Indochina governments for their
cooperation in accounting for our missing. Since my last letter,
Joint Casualty Resolution Center representatives met once again
with the Vietnamese in Hanoi on May 27-30, A major outcome of
the discussions was the return of the remains of three American
servicemen who died during the war. Although it was a small
gesture compared with what we would like to see, we are never-
theless thankful for the return of these three men who so bravely
served our country. '

As we have done in the past, we will continue to seek the
cooperation of other governments as well as the United Nations 1in
our efforts to resolve the accounting issue. The lack of coopera-
tion from the Vietnamese and Laotians, however, makes our task
extremely difficult. The Vietnamese have agreed that discussions
on PW/MIA accounting can proceed regardless of progress or lack

of progress on any other issue, inclulding recognition of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Thercfore, the lack of movement

on accounting is not linked to our rcfusal to establish diplo-
matic relations with the Vietnamese. Although progress has been
painfully slow thus far, we are committed to obtaining the fullest
possible accounting for our missing Scrvicemen. . -—- :

I hope the information I have provided is helpful to y?u;

— - Sincerely, . ~ -

7 u/wt
obert F. Carr

Colonel, USA

Deputy Director
East Asia § Pacifi ,BZ&{&W{

P.S. d/%«//«n il 4 Ic.é I Wf/@‘
Q/LW' Nt at S ‘ /AAﬂ‘”“




Sunday, 11 October-1981

Dear Admiral Jones:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received in March from a
Mr. Robert Carr written and signed in your name.,. I'm-sure
you will see that I am very concerned about the 2,528 men
still missing. -
I have an MIA bracelet which I started wearing again some
months ago, and I want to know if the man whose name is
inseribed on it, is dead, still missing, or if he came back.

With the strength, money, and technolo that the U.S. has,

why hasn'!t someone in the military and/or government thought

of a solution? 1It's obvious by now that diplomatic channels

are of no use. Why can't the U.S. government give the North N
Vietnamese, etc., what they want--official recognition, a

lifting of trade embargos, and intercession with China? .JIf

it was possible to get all the remaining POW's and-the re-

mains of the dead servicemen back home, then the government

could rescind the recognition, cut trade off, and accordingly
speak with the Chinese government. :

S TU“‘WL e ‘WJ im es m \El’ﬂ‘e_‘j iL t h&ﬂl to ‘h\ e fmuyg‘ht W‘i_ t h wﬂ; e Eit . ][ ¢ m Sure
that it's nothing new to governments and embassies. ”

Please inform me as to the status of #ajor Gerald Van
Buren. The date of capture on my bracelet is 12-29-67. 1
will continue to wear my bracelet and do what I can for
the return of our fellow Americans.

Sincerely,

“ﬁg“MmmWWHWWMN

Susan Mogab

s

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301
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INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS In reply

refer to: 1-06262/81

o 13 March 1981 .
Ms. Susan Mdgab | = -

Dp
Dear Ms. Mé%ab:

[WAY

Thank you for your letter of February 2, 1981 to President
Reagan concerning the nearly 2,500 Americans who remain
unaccounted for in Indochina. | .

The US Government is continuing its vigorous efforts to
account for all missing Americans from the Vietnam War.
Unfortunately, progress has been painfully.slow due to
intransigence on the part of the Indochina governments.
Because a significant amount of information pertaining to .
+he MIAs is in Vietnamese hands and thus far we have had
little cooperation from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,

- -

The US Government has been unable to determine the fate of
those missing in action (MIA), or classified as PW but did
not return.

Beginning with Department of Defense efforts which began imme-

diately following the Vietnam War ceasefire agreement, we have
WﬂpﬁﬂtﬂdIW‘rﬂiﬁﬂd the issue through congressional and diplo-

matic channels. Most recently, On October 1-4, 1980, two
representatives from the Joint Casualty Resolution Center met |
with Vietnamese officials in Hanoi to discuss accounting mat- 'Ww
ters. The talks took place within a humanitarian context and
were of a technical nature. Although very little substantive
progress was made, we would hope that this meeting will mark.
the beginning of further direct dialogue between US and
Vietnamese officials. Our charge'd'affaires in lLaos is vig-
ourously seeking cooperation from the Laotians to account for -
our missing in that country. The current politico-military
situation in Kampuchea makes accounting for our missing there
extremely difficult. President Reagan remains committed to
resolving this humanitarian matter properly and is kept

informed of major developments by his senior advisors.

On March 29, 1979, PFC Robert R. Garwood was debriefed by
representatives of the US Marine Corps for the purpose of
obtaining any casualty resolution information which would
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till remain in the Socialist

conféiT tg?tvgztgggfongziwzod provided no information which
Rep;d gnfirm that any American servicemen'still remain tn
eap it in Southeast Asia. The court-martial of Priva ith
captivd { now complete. Contact has already been made Ww A
girwziialscounsel in the case to request copies of piiti?in
seitions of the'transcripz. Addigiggiiizé 3i£ﬁqz§eltr§al :

analysts are N
%ggﬁzeﬁgig§1eigiﬁé 1nfo¥mation obtatged guzén%hgii 12§ii§;<,

which would be pertinen . -

%%Xiggaiggtzri?il attempt to interview Private Gagwgg?,.
However, they cannot do this until it haslbee?fggtphisy
coordinéted so that they will not adversely a -

legal rights.

. ible
s in securing the fullest possl
shed an interagency group comprising .
taff of the House Subcommittee on .
Asian and Pacific Affairs, Departments of Stati andépg?ense,
National Security Council staff, gng.Nggzgnii Siagu 0% “Asia.

111 of American Prisoners an is uthe &
ggm;éiine that the Indochina goviinmenzz ;igsznghg;g?grtgvery

e are determined to continue |

gggisiggc: in obtaining the fullest possible accounting and

return of all recoverable remailns.

To coordinate our effort
accounting we have establi
representatives from the s

Sincerely,

o

Donald’S. Jones
Rear Admiral, USN
Director, East Asia

and Pacific Region
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301
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INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS 22 DEC 1981
Mr. John W. Moulton
Supervisor Central Office
State of Illinois . _ T
Department of Veteran's Affairs

P.0. Box 5054

208 West Cook Street

Springfield, Illinois 62705.

Dear Mr. Moulton:

Your letter of November 17th addressed to the former Director
of the Defense Intelligence Agency, concerning applicabilisy
of statutory presumption of death to certain Illinois-resi-
dents who have been classified as missing in action in Vietnanm,
has been referred to me for reply.

So far as the Federal Government is concerned, the status of
members of the armed forces who have been classified as missing
in action is govérned by the so-called Missing Persons Act ~
which is codified in chapter 10 of title 37, United States Code.
Under this body of law the Secretary of the Military Department
concerned is required to review the case of every member who

has been in a missing status for 12 months to determine wheth-
er the member should be continued in that status or found to be
dead. If the missing member is continued as missing, the Secre-
tary is required to review the case again when warranted by in-
formation received or other circumstances. So long as the mem-
ber is continued in missing status, his military pay and allow-
ances “are credited to his account. A finding of death termin-
ates such entitlements, results in settlement of accounts and
provides for payment of a death gratuity. Determinations made -
by the Service Secretaries under the Missing Persons Act are _
conclusive on all departments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment. .

You indicate that your office still lists approximately 100
members of the armed forces from Illinois as missing in action. -
The status of most of these members has been changed by the ser-
vices under procedures of the Missing Persons Act described a-
bove. If you will provide me with a 1list of these names, I will
advise which ones have been the subject of status changes. -

The reference in your letter to a seven year absence presumption
of death apparently denotes an Illinois presumption of death

. -

—
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